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North Carolina Turnpike Authority: Established 2002

Image source: https://www.ncmuseumofhistory.org/tags/nc-legislative-building

§ 136-89.180

“The General Assembly finds . . . that the sharp surge of vehicle miles traveled is 

overwhelming the State’s ability to build and pay for adequate road improvements . . . .

“A toll program can speed the implementation of needed transportation improvements by 

funding some projects with tolls.”



Estimated Cost of Requested Highway Projects: $54.05 Billion

Funded: $12.76 Billion

Unfunded: $41.29 Billion
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Current Funding Gap with Traditional Transportation Revenue
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Toll Projects Require Local Approval

Source: §136-89.183(2)
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The Turnpike Authority Has Its Own Board

Source: §136-89.182
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Toll Collection via “Open Road Tolls” (§136-89.210—§136-89.219)

Source: §136-89.210—§136-89.219
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Toll Collection Without Toll Booths

Source: § 136-89.214—§136-89.217, §136-89.211(1), and § 136-89.220 
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Cash Payment Facility “in the immediate vicinity”

Charlotte
8015 W. WT Harris Blvd

Charlotte, NC 28216

Morrisville (Raleigh)
200 Sorrell Grove Church Rd, 

Suite A
Morrisville, NC 27560

Monday – Friday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Monroe
3034 Winston Ave
Monroe, NC 28110

Source: § 136-89.213(b)
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NC’s First Modern Toll Road: The Triangle Expressway (est. FY2012)
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Next Phase: Complete 540 (in accordance with §136-89.188) 
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Tolled Projects in the Charlotte Region

Open for Travel
• Monroe Expressway
• I-77 Express Lanes (north)

Under Construction
• I-485 Express Lanes

In Development
• U.S. 74 Express Lanes
• I-77 Express Lanes (south)
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North Carolina’s Second Modern Toll Road: The Monroe Expressway

Toll Zone

Interchange

Project Statistics

Construction began May 2015

Project cost: $730 million

37 bridges

21 box culverts

800,700 tons of asphalt

60,000 cubic yards of concrete

238,000 linear feet of fiber optic cable

Total employed: 1,600

Total subcontractors: 50

November 27, 2018
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Toll Zone

Interchange

Monroe Expressway Average Weekday Traffic Growth in 2019 (Q1—Q3)

July - Sept

Apr - Jun

Jan - Mar

11,430

9,040

6,660

July - Sept

Apr - Jun

Jan - Mar

21,080

16,100

12,930
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Reactions on Twitter

Toll Zone

Interchange
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Reactions on Twitter

Toll Zone

Interchange
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North Carolina’s First Express Lanes Project & Public-Private Partnership
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What is an Express Lane?

A separate lane in a highway corridor in which drivers can choose

to pay a variable toll for a more reliable travel time
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Why Express Lanes? Part 1: The Simple Answer
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I-77 Express Lanes Usage: November 17-December 31, 2019

Source: I-77 Mobility Partners
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I-77 Express Lanes Early Reactions on Twitter
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Impact of the Charlotte Region on the Turnpike Authority

Total Posted Transactions



NC Quick Pass Accounts Opened by ZIP Code (September 2017)
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NC Quick Pass Accounts Opened by ZIP Code (September 2018)

23



NC Quick Pass Accounts Opened by ZIP Code (September 2019)
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Under Construction: I-485 Express Lanes (and More)
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Why Express Lanes? Part 2: Experience with Traffic Growth
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93,000 96,000 94,000 92,000

110,000

124,000

2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017

Average Number of Vehicles per Day

December 2014:
Additional GP lanes opened



Express Lanes Coming to I-485 (STIP No. I-5507)
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• Add one express lane in each direction between 

I-77 and U.S. 74 (approximately 17 miles)

• Extend third general purpose lane from Rea Road 

to Providence Road (both directions)

No tolls will be added to the existing 

and extended general purpose lanes

GP GP



Entry/Exit Points for Access to Express Lanes
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Direct Connector for Access with Express Lanes: Johnston Rd

29

DC



Direct Connector for Access with Express Lanes: Westinghouse Blvd
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DC

DC



Construct New Interchange at Weddington Road (STIP No. R-211EC)
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I-485 Express Lanes (and More)
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Anticipated completion: late 2022
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In Development: U.S. 74 Corridor Improvements
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In Development: U.S. 74 Corridor Improvements (STIP No. U-2509B)
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In Development: U.S. 74 Corridor Improvements (STIP No. U-2509B)
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In Development: U.S. 74 Corridor Improvements (STIP Nos. U-2509B & U-6103)



37

In Development: U.S. 74 Corridor Improvements (STIP No. U-2509B)
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In Development: U.S. 74 Corridor Improvements (STIP No. U-2509A)
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Upcoming Public Meetings (4 p.m.—7 p.m.)

January 28

Central Piedmont Community College (Levine Campus)

2800 Campus Ridge Rd., Matthews

January 29

Ovens Auditorium (Starlight Room)

2700 East Independence Blvd., Charlotte)
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In Development: I-77 Express Lanes between Uptown & I-485 (STIP No. I-5718)
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Sources of Information

crtpo.org

ncdot.gov

ncquickpass.com

ncdot.publicinput.com/2973/


